
a particular kin d o f c lientele . Smithfie ld has tr a diti o nally 

been the dominant s hopping ce nter 1n the Coun t y , as we hav e 

seen . 

This history tends to su pport i t s own co ntinuation in the 

present an d futur e no thing s u cc ee ds like s uccess -- p a rt i 

t o an a rea . But a 

certa in basis o f su pp o rt 

c u larl y wh e r e there ar e f e w new c om e rs 

loyalty d e ve loped over time i s no t a 

for a s hopping district; witness the rather a b ru p t d ec lin e 

of Se lm a . an d the rapid a cc e ptan c e of Raleigh's Cameron 

Villa ge . Ano ther, p robably mo re important , part of the e x 

p lanation o f Sm ithfield ' s dispr o portionate a ttraction is t he 

ne twork o f interactions discu s se d ear lier; the interrela t ior 

s hips b e tween the various nonr e tail ac tivities like the 

g ove rnmental an d prof e ssi o na l offi ces , banks, a nd so o n , and 

th e sho pping facili ties en c o ura ge p e o ple t o s hop i n Smith 

fi e lq dur in g a visi t whi c h i s pr1m a r1l y ma d e f o r some o ther 

reason . In No rth Ca rolina th e c ount y s e a ts a re o ften the 

l a r g est towns an d the dominant r e tailin g ce nt e rs in their 

co unti es , thou g h th e r e ar e ma n y e x ce pt1 o n s , Tarboro , Nashv ille, 

Hi ll s bor o . an d Graha m , for ex am pl e . A t h ird e l e ment in the 

ex pl a n a ti o n is that th e goo d s an d se r v i ces ava 1l a b l e 1n 

Sm1thfi e ld ar e part1 c ul a rl y a d a p te d t o the nee d s a nd ta s tes 

o f a pre d o m1nant l y rur a l p o pul a t i on . as o pp ose d t o the more 

urb a n o r1 e nt a ti o n o f the f ac il1 t i s 1n Ra l e i g h . 

In o rd e r t o ma k e p ro j ec ti o n s o f sa l es t o t he tr a d e ar e a 

r es 1dent s we n ee d a se t o f p ODul a t1 o n pr o j ec t1 o n s f o r the 

trad e a r ea . Th e s e ha ve b ee n d e r1 ve d fr om a se r i e s o f Joh n

s t o n Co u n t y pr o j ec ti o ns . T o ma k th e Cou nt y pr OJec tions , 

th e pop ulati o n has b ee n di v 1d e d 1nt o sma ll g r o up s, ac h o f 

whi c h 1 S o f th e sa me se x a nd race a nd w1thin a fiv e-y ea r s pan 

o f ages . It i s ass ume d th a t each s u c h g r o up w1 l I ex p e rienc e 

th e s am e mo rt a lit y , th e sa me r ate o f mi g r a t1 o n. a n d, for 

wo m n , will b ea r c hildr e n a t th e a~e r 1 t e as d1d t~ e co~ p a r able 
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